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What is the Environmental
Performance & Recognition
Program?

The Environmental Performance and Recognition

Program (EPRP) is a voluntary Program.

@ Designed to support and assist all Oklahoma
businesses to achieve environmental
excellence through continuous improvement

and effective energy management

@ Encourages integration of environmental
excellence into business operations and
management practices through the
establishment of a prevention-based

environmental management system
@ Large and small organizations may participate

©  Administered by the Pollution Prevention
Program with guidance from the Pollution

Prevention Advisory Group

The basic premise of the EPRP is that waste is the
result of inefficiency and by reducing waste, an
organization can increase its productivity and
therefore, its profits. Waste that is never created

does not pollute.

©  The EPRP emphasizes the establishment of a
system to provide a framework for continuous

environmental improvement that will assure

compliance and reduce or eliminate pollution.

The EPRP is based on the Malcolm Baldrige
Business Performance Excellence Criteria and
the Oklahoma Quality Award Foundation

program.

o The EPRP helps participants integrate

environmental decision making into core

business practices.

Who Should Participate in this
Program?

@ Any business, organization or community will
benefit by participating in the Environmental
Performance and Recognition Program,
regardless of size.

@ Any operation that generates waste or uses
resources such as electricity or water can strive
for continuous environmental improvement.

@ Communities can use the EPRP to work with
local businesses to meet community
environmental and economic sustainability
goals.

@ Local governments can apply the EPRP to
operations such as fleet maintenance, waste
handling and other operations to reduce waste
and save money!

@ Other types of organizations, such as
economic development organizations and
environmental groups, can also benefit from
using the tools associated with the EPRP.

What is Environmental
Excellence?

Environmental excellence means that an
organization:

@ Demonstrate best-in-class environmental
performance, beyond mere compliance with
environmental, health and safety regulations.

o Considers activities such as compliance
assurance and continuous improvement of
processes, products and services to
significantly reduce or eliminate impacts to
the environment and worker health and safety
on an ongoing basis.

o Takes a broader look at the organization’s
activities beyond the boundaries of the facility
in a stewardship role such as interaction and
support of community, product and process
life-cycle analysis, resource efficiency,
environmental enhancement and
sustainability.

Why Apply?

@ Get an independent assessment of your
organization’s environmental performance.

o Understand how your organization can reach
new levels of environmental excellence while
satisfying customers

@ Understand how environmental activities can
be integrated into overall business practices.

@ Learn to improve efficiency and productivity
by adopting proactive environmental
management techniques

@ Achieve morale-boosting recognition and

awards and enhance your competitive position
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