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[EPA Facts continued page 2]

mary of selected information from EPA�s 
report entitled �Municipal Solid Waste 
Generation, Recycling, and Disposal in 
the United States:  Facts and Figures for 
2003.�  A complete copy of the 11-page 
publication can be found at <http://www.
epa.gov/msw/msw99.htm>
	 For over 30 years the EPA has 
been collecting and reporting data on the 
generation and disposal of waste in the 
United States.  �is information is used to 
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DELL volunteer stacks computer monitors.

DELL computer 
recycling event 

On Saturday, November 12, 2005, 
DELL, Inc. sponsored a computer 

recycling event at the new DELL Okla-
homa City (OKC) facility located at 3501 
SW 15th Street.  Consumers were invited 
to drop-o�, free of charge, any make or 
model of computers and related equip-
ment including CPU�s, monitors, print-
ers, scanners, keyboards, mice and laptops 
(referred to as �computer electronics�).  
	 Kathy Oden-Hall, OKC�s DELL 
Communications Manager and Caroline 
Dietz, Communication Director for Pub-
lic A�airs, from the Roundrock Texas 

EPA Recycling and Disposal Facts 
and Figures for the U.S. 
We as a country are recycling more household trash and discarding less

Welcome to the �rst issue of OK 
RECYCLER.  �e objective of 

this triannual Oklahoma Department of 
Environmental Quality (ODEQ) on-line 
newsletter is to increase citizen recycling 
awareness and participation through 
promotion of recycling activities across 
the state.   Prior to discussing Oklahoma�s 
recycling activities we thought it would 
be informative to examine the Environ-
mental Protection Agency�s (EPA�s) most 
recent report of recycling activities for the 
United States.  What follows is a sum-
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EPA Facts (continued) 

measure the success of municipal solid 
waste (MSW) reduction and recycling 
programs across the country, and also 
shows where we, as a nation, need to 
make environmental improvements.  
�e EPA only reports this information 
every two years and thus the facts and 
�gures are current through calendar 
year 2003.    
	 �e EPA identi�es municipal 
solid waste (MSW) as the household 
trash or garbage we commonly throw 
away.  �e items range from packag-
ing, food scraps, and grass clippings 
to old furniture, computers, and 
refrigerators.  Industrial, hazardous, or 
construction waste is excluded from 
the MSW de�nition.  Trends suggest 
overall MSW tonnages created in the 
United States continue to increase.  In 
2003 the United States created 236.2 
million tons of MSW, an increase of a 
half-million tons over 2002.  Figure 1 
shows how the 236.2 million tons of 
MSW created in 2003 was managed, 
with 30.6 percent (72.3 million tons) 

being recovered through 
recycling and compost-
ing, 55.4 percent (130.8 
million tons) discarded 
at land�lls, and 14.0 
percent (33.1 million 
tons) combusted in 
mass burn as refuse-de-
rived fuel.  �e EPA re-
ports the percentage of 
MSW going to land�lls 
continues to decrease.  
Since 1990 MSW 
discarded at land�lls has 
decreased by 9 million 
tons, from 140 million 
tons to 131 million tons 
in 2003.     
	 �e EPA 
reported the individual 
MSW generation rate for 2003 was 
4.5 pounds per person per day.  �is 
rate has remained relatively constant 
since the 1990s.  �e individual 
recycling rate is reported at just over 
1 pound per person per day.  After ac-
counting for our individual recycling, 
the EPA reports we discarded about 3 
pounds per person per day in 2003.

Tons of computer electronics received at the successful DELL OKC recycling event.

DELL event (continued) 

Headquarters were on hand to coordi-
nate the event and answer local media 
questions.  Twenty-seven volunteers 
from the DELL OKC facility provided 
the heavy lifting.      
	 Dietz organizes the events 
and reported that in the �rst two 
years of the program, recycling events 
were held all over the world.  In 2005 
DELL chose to focus on areas where 
they have facilities as a way to intro-
duce DELL to the community.  Dietz 
said DELL is hoping to raise aware-
ness about the responsible disposal of 
computers.  According to a DELL on-
line newsletter, PASS IT ON, all of the 
local TV broadcast stations produced 

	   In 1980 the country recycled 
only 10 percent of its MSW and dis-
posed of the rest.  In 2003 the country 
recycled 30.6 percent of its MSW.  �e 
signi�cance of these �ndings indicates 
the country is recycling more and 
discarding less, a trend we hope will 
continue.     	




