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Statement of Interest for Brownfield Cleanup Subgrants

The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has received grant funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to finance shovel-ready Brownfield projects that promote cleanup activities, redevelopment projects, and create local jobs in communities across the state.  A portion of these funds is to be allocated as subgrants to eligible applicants that will be identified through the DEQ’s eligibility and ranking process.   The DEQ is soliciting statements of interest for properties that are already assessed and ready for cleanup.  If eligible, each applicant can receive up to $200,000 in funds that will be made available on a reimbursement basis for costs incurred.

General Eligibility Information: 

· The applicant must be an eligible entity* [“For profit” organizations are not eligible for subgrants. Non-profit lobby organizations exempt from taxation under section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code are also not eligible]; however, such entities may be eligible to borrow cleanup funding.

· The applicant must be the sole owner (fee simple title) of the property that is the subject of the grant proposal at the time the subgrant is awarded, and must retain ownership throughout the period of performance of the subgrant.

· Sites must satisfy the federal statutory definition of a “brownfield site” [Brownfields are defined as… “real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous waste substance, pollutant, or contaminant”… **].  Certain sites contaminated with petroleum or petroleum products may be eligible for a subgrant.  Grant funds can also be used to clean up mine-scarred land and sites contaminated by controlled substances unless otherwise ineligible.
Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge to receive an eligibility and award determination for a Brownfields Cleanup subgrant.  The determination will be made by the DEQ and criteria used for evaluation and ranking will include:

· The extent to which the subgrant will meet needs of a community that is unable to draw on other sources of funding for environmental cleanup and subsequent redevelopment of the area where the brownfield site is located [30 points]

· How the subgrant will be used to protect human health and the environment (15 points)

· The extent to which the cleanup of the site will promote community-wide redevelopment and revitalization [25 points]

· How the subgrant will facilitate site redevelopment that would be  “green” ( i.e., energy efficient, conserve resources, seek LEED Certification, reuse of existing structures or infrastructure, reuse demolition materials, etc), or result in creation of a park, greenway or use of the site for recreation or other non-profit purposes [10 points]

· How the subgrant will create jobs (permanent and temporary) [20 points] (For more information on calculation of  job estimates, see www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/memoranda_2010/m10-08.pdf and www.epa.gov/recovery/supplement2.html) 

Please note that additional information may be requested from the applicant by DEQ before a final grant award decision is made. If awarded the subgrant, the applicant will be required to comply with all applicable requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and applicable appropriate sections of Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), National Contingency Plan (NCP), and applicable state statutes and regulations.

Send the completed form to: Ms. Subi John, Land Protection Division, Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 1677, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73101-1677 or email the form to oklahomabrownfields@deq.ok.gov
*as defined in CERCLA § 104(k)(1) or a non-profit as defined in section 4(6) of the Federal Financial Assistance Management Improvement Act of 1999, Public Law 106-107, 31 U.S.C. 6101.

** The Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act (2002) 42 USC [9601 § 101(39)]

	Section 1: Applicant Information

	Type of Eligible Applicant 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 State Agency                   FORMCHECKBOX 
  County                   FORMCHECKBOX 
 City                        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Town                FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tribe      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-profit Organization       

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Please specify)



	Applicant Name



	Address



	Section 2: Contact Person for Applicant

	Name
	Title



	Mailing address (if different from applicant’s)



	Phone


	Fax



	Email



	Section 3: Site Information

	Project Name

	Site Address



	Size (acres)

	Legal description of site



	Amount of subgrant funds being requested for the site

	Population of community where site is located



	Is the site in an economically disadvantaged or depressed community?     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, please justify.



	Briefly describe the operational history of the property



	Describe the type and extent of contamination on the property (You may attach copies of relevant environmental assessments as attachments to the Statement of Interest form)



	Briefly describe plan for anticipated site reuse. What is the approximate timeframe for developing the site?




	Section 4: Applicant & Site Eligibility


1. When did the applicant acquire the property?

2. How was the property acquired? (Donation, fee simple title, tribal trust land, eminent domain, seized for back taxes, etc.)

3. Did the applicant conduct a Phase 1 environmental site assessment (or other due diligence) before acquiring the site?  


  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Date of report: _____________                                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4. Did the applicant cause or contribute to the contamination on the site?    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, provide details.

5. Has the applicant ever leased the site to another party?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, did the lessee handle any potentially hazardous substances at the site?

6. Is the applicant affiliated or related in any way with former owner (s) or operator(s) of the property, or with a person(s) who may have generated hazardous substances located at or near the property, or with a person(s) who may have transported or arranged for the transportation of hazardous substances located at or near the property?                         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes                     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If yes, explain the affiliation or relationship.

	Section 5: Project Information


1.
Briefly describe the general economic status of the community and the potential for the area to change based on brownfield redevelopment.  Have there been any successful brownfield projects in the area?

2.
How do you propose to use the Brownfields Cleanup subgrant?

3. 
Briefly describe ongoing agency oversight by a regulatory agency (Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Oklahoma Department of Labor) for the project?

4.
Describe briefly the scope of work necessary for cleanup of the site and your role in the process.  

5. 
What is the estimated total cost of cleanup of the site? If the cost exceeds $ 200,000, how will the remainder be funded?

6.
What are your development plans for the property? Will the property or a portion of the property be greenspace, wildlife habitat, wilderness, park, etc, and if so, how much?

7. 
Will the redevelopment be “green” ( i.e., energy efficient, conserve resources, seek LEED Certification, reuse existing structures or infrastructure, deconstruct as opposed to demolish, reuse demolition materials, etc), and if so, please describe?

8. 
Will the project create new jobs? If so, approximately how many permanent jobs and temporary construction jobs could be created? (Please provide justification or calculations used to estimate the number of jobs created).  Is a development plan in place for the site?

9.
 Do you have additional economic development funds that could be used to finance redevelopment of the project? If so, please provide potential sources and approximate amounts of funds.   

10. 
Are there any other financial incentives available to the applicant or subsequent owner (s) to spur redevelopment (e.g. tax incentives)?

11.
Briefly describe the public interest/community involvement in site reuse planning activities to date.

12.
Describe how completion of this project will benefit the community?

	Section 6: Certification


The undersigned must be an official authorized to represent the applicant. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this Statement of Interest is complete and accurate.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I agree to comply with all applicable requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and applicable appropriate sections of Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), National Contingency Plan (NCP), and applicable state statutes and regulations.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I certify that all grant money received will be utilized solely for the purposes for which it is intended; and that records documenting the planning and implementation process will be maintained and submitted when requested.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I agree to allow staff of the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality access to the site for the purposes of conducting applicable oversight activities.
Print Name of Authorized Representative


Title

Signature of Authorized Representative



Date

	DEQ Use Only

	Application No.
	Applicant:

	Eligible?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Subgrant Awarded?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	If awarded, date of subgrant award


Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 1677, Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677
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